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Circuit Writer

Psalm 136:4 | Give thanks to the only one who makes great wonders—God’s
faithful love lasts forever. (CEB)
Friends,
While COVID-19 may be keeping us all closer to home, I hope you have at least had
the opportunity to get outside and enjoy what I would say is one of the most gorgeous
autumn seasons we have had in recent history. It could be that I have been able to take
more notice because Beans demands that I have a neighborhood walk in the mornings
or evenings. Regardless, as we head into November, I find myself in the mindset of
gratitude. I am grateful for the vibrant colors that the maples, oaks, sweetgum, redbud,
walnut, and locusts have provided. I am grateful to live in such a beautiful city that I can
walk in safely, any time of day or night. I am grateful for the faith community that I serve
and grow with, and who have very quickly become like family to me. I am grateful for the
care that you offer to one another through calls, email, and cards. I am grateful for the
welcome you provide to all who walk through our doors. And I am grateful for the ways
that we continue to work together creatively and compassionately to be witnesses to
Christ’s unconditional love in our city and beyond. This Thanksgiving, for the first time
since I can remember, I will not be at the table with my parents in Tennessee. I will be
at the table in the parsonage with my immediate family, like many of you will be with
yours—apart from the large groups that we have gathered with in the past. And, when
we give thanks for all the ways that God has blessed our lives, you can rest assured
that I will be giving thanks for you.
The Sunday (November 29) that follows Thanksgiving Day is the first Sunday of
Advent this year. Last April when we experienced Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and
Easter Sunday at home, I never dreamt that we would be headed toward Advent in
the same uncertainty of whether or not we will be able to be all together at Christmas.
My heart is heavy considering that we have not been all together for so long. So, the
Worship Committee and I would like to propose that we once again embark on an
Advent journey together through short daily devotional readings and family activities.
This year, we invite you to purchase your own book so that you have the flexibility to
purchase a book to meet your needs (new book, used book, Kindle, or large print).
The title of the book we have chosen is The Wonder of Christmas Devotions for the
Season: Once You Believe, Anything Is Possible (Wonder of Christmas Series) by Ed
Robb and Rob Renfroe (ISBN: 978-1-5018-2327-5). You can find it on Amazon ($9.99/
$7.99 Kindle), at Christianbook.com ($5.99), at Cokesbury.com ($5.99), or you can call
the church office and reserve a copy (We have 15 copies available at $6.00/ copy).
The book is divided into the four weeks of Advent: the wonder of a star, the wonder of
a name, the wonder of a manger, the wonder of a promise. I will be using these themes
as I plan worship and preaching for each week, as well.
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Let’s Celebrate
5 Marshall Morris 		
8 Marji Hyden 		
12 Mandy Foor 		
13 Laura Harris 		
15 Lee Anne Belt-Michel
18 Anna Reid 		
22 Nancy Zimmerman
27 Lindey Helwagen
29 Drew Stoffel

6 Tom C. Lee
10 Susan Kidd
13 Connor Gardner
16 Keri Helgerman
18 Jo Ellen Harris
20 Wilma Moore
26 Jeff Harris
29 Pat Rose

5 Rob and Janee Flucke
12 Scott and Marji Hyden
26 Jason and Jen Hogue

2 Paul Mazur 		
8 Eli McKay 			
10 Rob Schott 		
15 Anna Schott 		
18 Jim Birney 		
22 Sydney Stoffel 		
25 Randy Foor 		
27 Emma Schott 		
28 Steve Stought 		
29 Brenda Settle 		
30 Sharon Chappelear

7 Kevin Lott
10 Brian Hupp
13 Mark McIntyre
16 Jerry Wheeler
18 Carl Hanes
24 Teri kubbs
26 Addie Foor
27 Charles Watkins
29 Marcia Nishioka
30 Don Lewis

17 Tom and Gail Lee
18 Ben and Jen Richards
19 Ken and Karen Dray
19 John and Zola Murphy
HOW TO STAY CONNECTED:
1) Sign up for Email Communications
2) Worship In-Person or Online
3) Read Your Newsletter
4) Send Prayer Requests / Be a Prayer Warrior
5) Call and Take Care of Each Other

Trusty Trustees

The Trustees have a few key projects they have been working on.
Jason Hogue has been diligently working on getting the new security cameras installed.
We are working on purchasing the equipment that will spray disinfectant indoors, which will help keep the
church sanitized for all inperson activities.
Lastly, we are working on purchasing video equipment that will improve our production of online worship
services.
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Here I Am to Worship

Submitted by Susan Ashcraft

The Worship Committee met on October 5th via Zoom. Present at the meeting were Pastor Nikki, Amy Hoovler,
Shaun Pickering, Susie Arnold, Matt Baker, Jerry Wheeler, Pam Wheeler, and Susan Ashcraft.
After Pastor Nikki opened with prayer, we talked about the upcoming Advent season. The church will be
decorated for Advent. It will not be to the extreme that it has been in the past, but the church is going to look
beautiful to all who enter during the Advent season. We talked about services on Christmas Eve and at the
moment we are planning both face to face service, and online worship services.
At the writing of this report, you know the situation we are with the COVID-19 county level red. A lot will depend
on where we are at in December on whether we meet face-to-face. I ask that you do all you can by wearing a
mask, washing your hands, and social distancing. As I have said in earlier reports this year, we as a committee
will do all that we can to make the services beautiful and meaningful for everyone, not only each Sunday,
but during the Advent season and throughout the year. I want to say Thank You to Pastor Nikki. Think about
all she has done to help us get through what has not been an easy year. I am so thankful and grateful she is
our Pastor and here to lead us through whatever happens. If you have any concerns or suggestions, please
contact someone on the committee, Pastor Nikki, or myself. Stay safe everyone!

Advent 2020

Rediscovering the True Wonder of Christmas
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29, and we will
start a new Advent program, The Wonder of Christmas
- Devotions for the Season. This program explores
four elements of the Christmas story that teach us about
the wonder of God’s great love for us:
a star
a name
a manger
a promise
As we look to these wonder-filled aspects of the
Christmas story, we will rediscover that the true wonder
of Christmas is found in the love of Christ and made real
in our hearts when we share that love with others.
This transformational program will include special
sermons and worship experiences, as well as study
groups for adults, youth, and children. Join us this
Advent as we embrace and celebrate the true wonder
of Christmas, believing that because of God’s great love
and light in Jesus Christ, anything is possible!
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Finance Team

Submitted by Bobby Lott
We now have online giving! The church has begun using Vanco as a way for parishioners to give electronically.
You can set up one time or reoccurring gifts to the general fund.
Eventually we will have a way to give to other missions and ministry funds, watch the newsletter for more
information. If you’d like to try giving online please call Sarah at the office for assistance.
The Finance Team has been working diligently on our 2020 goal of a Financial Policy & Procedure Manual.
We are making progress and hope to have information for the November Finance meeting.
The manual will be a living document and Policies & Procedures will be added in steps as approved by the
Finance Team.
Our final task for the year will be our 2021 budget. We understand this has been a difficult year for all and we
deeply appreciate each individuals continued financial support. Your Finance team has
been and will continue to be good stewards of your monies. Please be in Prayer for your Finance Team as we
undertake this task.
A parable of being a homeowner to being a follower of Jesus - - - when we accepted Jesus, our heart became
His home - and as the owner of our hearts, He immediately begins the work of HOME OWNERSHIP
BE A GOOD STEWARD - God is trusting you to care for His possessions
ENGAGE IN REGULAR MAINTENANCE - devotions, worship, study, scripture reading
WANTS ARE NOT THE SAME AS NEEDS - God will supply what you need when you are faithful in stewardship
BE TIMELY IN YOUR “YARD WORK” - nurture what needs to grow, trim what need to be cut back, and uproot
what needs to be removed
THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING ELSE TO DO - we are never finished growing as a follower of Jesus!
(copied in home ownership - Jeff Greenway)

Endowment Fund

Submitted by Phil Metzler

In December 1999 our church established a Permanent Endowment Fund for the purpose of providing members
and friends opportunities to make charitable gifts to the church that become a permanent endowment of financial
support and an ongoing memorial. This fund is separate and distinct from the General Fund and is intended for
purposes that are not a part of the church’s established programs which are funded through the annual operating
Budget and the regular giving of our members.
An 8-person committee is responsible for managing the funds. The UMC Book of Discipline encourages investment
in institutions, companies, corporations, or funds that make a positive contribution toward the realization of the
goals outlined in the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church.
As of 10/31/2020 we have approximately $72,000 invested in several Certificates of Deposit, a Money Market
account, and a checking account that is used to make disbursements authorized by the Administrative Board.
To increase annual investment gains and build up the fund, the Endowment Fund Committee is researching
investing funds with an investment management organization such as the United Methodist Foundation of West
Ohio.
Because we have a permanent endowment fund, only the interest gained on investments is available for
distribution. The principle can only be spent under special circumstances that are outlined in the Endowment
Fund Charter document.
If you have any questions about this fund, please contact Phil Metzler at metzler_phil@yahoo.com or via phone
at 614-595-3173.
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On A Mission

Submitted by Susan Kidd

Autumn greetings from your Missions Committee! While things have not exactly gone as we had planned this
year, we still have a lot going on. Kids Eat Free has come and gone and we are transitioning into our fall and winter
missions. It has become a PUMC Mission Tradition to participate in the LEADS Thanksgiving Dinner Program.
This year, because of leadership changes at LEADS, we got started later than usual to fill our Thanksgiving bags.
We will have paper sacks at the church if you wish to fill a paper sack, or you may purchase groceries in paper
sacks or plastic bags where you shop. We all know that thousands of people are still being affected financially
due to the coronavirus shutdowns, and as numbers are creeping back up, it doesn’t look like things will improve
anytime soon. Thanks to my partner in crime, Wayne McDonald (and his wonderful wife, Jeanette) for helping to
organize this effort.
The items that are needed for Thanksgiving Meals are listed below:
Whole Kernel Corn (canned)
Green Beans (canned)
Sweet Potatoes (canned)
Chicken or Turkey Broth
Creamed Soups (mushroom, chicken, celery)
Turkey or Chicken Gravy
Fruit
Mashed Potatoes (boxed)
Stuffing
Cranberry Sauce (canned)
Jell-o
Egg Noodles
We know this is shorter notice than we have given in past years, but all items must be to the church by November
16. You can put your filled paper sacks on the table inside the courtyard door of Beeson Hall at the church. Our
goal is to fill at least 50 grocery bags.
The church building is open Monday-Thursday 9:30 am to 2:30 pm. Either Pastor Nikki or Sarah will be in the
office during those times. Or you can call Susan Kidd if you need to arrange to have your items picked up (614)
507-5679.
On a more personal note, please keep my Riley and Adia Conley in your prayers as they are soon going to start
their journey to confirmation. They are both incredibly intelligent and loving girls, and I can’t wait to continue to
watch them grow and learn in their faith.

We are still doing Christmas Wishes this year! We work with the
Salvation Army to adopt children in the area to have a nice Christmas.
This year will look a little different.
We will be asking to adopt three families this year with six to seven
childen total. The Ashcraft sisters (Susan) will put the information on
gift tags. Sarah will send a list via email to the congregation with all
the details. Those who would like to participate can look over the list
and let us know which tags you would like to take.
We know this is different than in the past, but this is a way we can
continue to help out some families at Christmas, especially this year.
If you have any questions, please call Susan at 740-927-3073.
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Christmas Services

Submitted by Pastor Nikki
Friends,

We have no way of knowing and cannot even begin to predict what things will look like for us the
week of Christmas. But I can tell you that your Worship Team has been faithfully working to prepare
as best as we are able for every possibility so that we can, like the Star, point the way to Christ on
Christmas. Here is our plan:
• We will have a pre-recorded service that will premier on Facebook Live at 7:00 pm and at 10:00
pm. To join us for either one of these experiences, go to the Pataskala UMC Facebook Page at one of
those times and click on the video.
• You will be able to watch that same pre-recorded service via YouTube at your convenience. I will
post that worship link on Thursday, December 24 at 3:00 pm. To access that video, you will simply
need to click on the link in the email that I send via One Call Now on December 24 at 3:00 pm.
• IF Licking County is either at an Orange or Yellow level for COVID on the Ohio Department of
Health map, then we will have a 7:00 pm in-person worship service that will accommodate 50 people.
You will need to make a reservation to attend in-person worship before December 16 at midnight.
Here’s how to reserve your seats: follow the link below to our Sign-up Genius page and input your
information. If you do not have a computer, you may call the church office and Sarah will input your
reservation. Masks are required and social-distancing will be observed. There will be twist-bulb
candles instead of real candles. We will still hum Silent Night with a soloist singing for us. There will
be music, but no singing and no call and response liturgy.
If the 7:00 pm in-person worship service fills by the December 16 deadline, then we will consider
adding an in-person 5:00 pm service with reservations and following the same guidelines as above.
Christmas Eve In-Person Reservation Link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084CADA92DA3FA7-christmas
**Remember, we will have in-person services ONLY if Licking County is at level Orange or Yellow on
the Ohio Public Advisory System.**

Christmas Offering

Submitted by Pastor Nikki
For our “Christmas Eve Offering,” we have chosen to give to a project sponsored by Fostering Further of
Licking County. The project is called Hope Landing. Slated to be ready in May of 2021, Hope Landing is an
apartment building consisting of 6 single-occupant units that will be inhabited by young people who become
homeless as they turn 18 and age out of the foster care system in Licking County. Hope Landing is in Heath,
OH and will be run by Fostering Further’s Start Strong Program for Emancipating Youth. This is a program
specifically designed to help these young adults get on their feet in their first year on their own. Jesus called
us to care for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the widow, the orphan, and those who have been imprisoned. I am
looking forward to using the resources we are given to provide for young people in need in our county as they
make their way to adulthood.
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Sun
1

Mon
2

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

8
Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

15
Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

22

3

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

PL Bible Study 10am
6pm-7:30pm
Munic. Park

Worship Committee,
7pm

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

9

10

11 WIC 8am—2:30pm 12

Finance, 6:30pm
Trustees, 7:30pm

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

PL Bible Study 10am
OFFICE CLOSED FOR
VETERANS DAY

16

17

18 WIC 8am—2:30pm 19
PL Bible Study 10am

Admin. Board, 7pm

23

6pm—7:30pm
Munic. Park

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

24

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

29

Tue

25

26
OFFICE CLOSED FOR
THANKSGIVING

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

30

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

Sat
5

PL Bible Study 10am
6pm—7:30pm
Munic. Park

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

6

7

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

13
Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

8

10

11

12

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

PL Bible Study 10am

OFFICE CLOSED
CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Eve Serv, 7pm

CHRISTMAS DAY

PL Bible Study 10am
Worship Committee,
7pm

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

14

15

16 WIC 8am—2:30pm
PL Bible Study 10am

Finance, 6:30pm
Trustees, 7:30pm

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

20

21

22

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

Longest Night Service,
7pm
Admin. Board, 7pm

27

28

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

9 WIC 8am—2:30pm

Cookie Walk, 3pm

29

6pm—7:30pm
Munic. Park

30

31
OFFICE CLOSED
HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Faith and Family

Submitted by Susan Conley

King's Club - Revamped
Wednesday night has always been a time
of food, fellowship and fun for our young disciples. This
year is no different, though the last few weeks have had
a different look and a different feel.
We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month.
For September and October, we gathered at the
Municipal Park shelter beginning at 6 p.m. We continued
to serve a meal, have a lesson, and play games. But we revamped what it means to be in community
within our local area.
We took our ministry outside our walls, and we shared our food too! People in the park were invited to
break bread with us. They were also invited to join our games, and our lessons. But none of it hinged
on the other. They wanted to eat and leave? Okay. They wanted to play and not eat? Okay. We took
joy in serving them where they are.
As the time has changed, and the temperature continues to drop, we are yet again determining the
best way to move forward with our Wednesday night kids ministry. For November and December, we
will take to the cyber-world on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Our youth (6th grade and up) will meet
with Miss Megan, and our elementary kids (preschool through 5th) will meet with Miss Susan, all
online. During Advent, we will meet online, but we will also offer weekly videos to go along with our
church wide study, The Wonder of Christmas.
We continue to consider ways in which we can engage our young disciples, as well as our community.
We are always hunting ideas, and would love to have you as a guest during our online time! We also
appreciate your prayers over the way our ministry is impacting the community. Join your voices with
ours that God is moving through us in Pataskala!
____________________________________

Live Nativity
As plans continue to evolve regarding the Main Street
Christmas Cookie Walk, we are also looking to continue our
annual tradition of having a live nativity. Slightly different this
year will be that the nativity will not be at PUMC, rather it will
be setup at Veterans Green. Nonetheless, we will have sheep,
goats, and our favorite miniature Jerusalem donkey, Jesse.
The event will run from 3-6 p.m.
The church building will not be open to host indoor vendors
this year.
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Just For Fun
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Pastor’s Corner

Continued from Page 1

I hope you will all agree that we could use some gratitude-inspired wonder in our lives right now. Regardless
of whether we will be able to be together in person during Advent and on Christmas Eve or not, PUMC leaders
and I will be doing our best to keep us connected and engaged through online opportunities for worship, study,
and fellowship. So, go ahead and order your book. We will send out reading schedules and an Advent Activity
Calendar later in November. Stay up to date with the readings and join us for as many experiences as you are
able—we will all be on this Advent journey together. Let us experience the Wonder of the season as we wait and
see how God makes himself known in ever-changing ways at Christmastime.
Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas! God loves you and so do I!
Blessings, Pastor Nikki
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