The Pataskala United
Methodist Church

JulyMay/June
/ August 2020
2020

Circuit Writer

Friends,

You know how I love to read, and I’ve been reading some really good books in the
past few months. But lately I’ve noticed that the longer I read, the fuzzier the letters
become. When I tried to remember my last visit to the eye doctor, I struggled to even
remember which eye doctor I visited. Because my eyes are struggling to focus and I
can’t remember the last eye doctor I went to, I think it is time for an eye exam.
Blurry vision or difficulty focusing is a signal that one needs an eye exam. As I thought
about this on the surface, I was drawn to also consider it as a metaphor for the present
situation in the Church. The new year brought myriad challenges for the church
and Christ’s disciples. As a presidential election approaches, political polarization is
ramping up. The novel coronavirus reared its ugly head and has spread to pandemic
proportions. Our awareness of racial injustice in the United States has been elevated
through all forms of media, calling to question our methods of policing, gun laws, the
right to peacefully protest, and other civil liberties. A huge dust cloud arrived to cover
the southeastern part of the United States over the past week causing haziness and
loss of air quality in certain areas. Add to the mix the ease of receiving information
through all forms of media and there is no wonder that it is difficult to focus in such
times.
Maybe it is time for an eye exam to help us recover our focus. In Matthew’s gospel,
when the Pharisees tested Jesus by asking him which was the greatest commandment,
he responded by quoting from Deuteronomy 6:5, “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” Then, he followed his statement
by adding, “And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” These two
commandments sum up all that Jesus commanded us to do, as his followers. But,
we are more than individuals, we are also part of a faith community. As a community
who calls itself Christ’s body, we have a mission that goes beyond ourselves. Christ
commissioned us to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you.” Christ is our focal point. Keeping the Great Commandment
and engaging the Great Commission are our focus. We live our individual lives loving
our neighbors as ourselves. We live our community life by responding to what Christ
commissioned his “body” to do. When our vision gets fuzzy, recovering our focus is
paramount.
So, what does that mean for us now—right now? How do we continue to love God
and love others when we are supposed to stay six feet away from everyone but our
immediate families? And how do we make disciples of all nations, baptize them into
the Trinitarian life, and teach them to love God and love others if we find it difficult to
unite in our politics, positions, and preferences? It is tempting to think that we cannot
make headway when so much stands in our way right now. But I have come to know
this community as much more creative than that!
Continued on Page 3
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1 Kelsey Forren		
3 Abbie Sherer		
7 Ernie Morris		
7 Marty Stought		
8 Lisa Ashcraft		
12 Janet White		
16 Evelyn Reynolds		
19 Kevin Belt			
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31 Cody Foor

1 Marc Stoffel
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15 Jason Hogue
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9 Dean and Ann Ramsey
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11 Darrell and Pam Chevalier
14 Gary and Bobby Lott
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Your Trusty Trustees
Submitted by Don Lewis
Hello from the Trustee Team!
Carol is making great progress on organizing files with not too much left to do. Trees were removed at the
parsonage and we are getting bids on redoing the driveway. Other than that, our focus has been on the
transition back to church services.
May God’s blessings be with you!
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Still on a Mission...

COVID-19 REENTRY KITS
Submitted by Pastor Nikki

PUMC was a both a collection site and the consolidation site
for the Capitol Area South. PUMC was able to include their
donation of 50 full kits, 20 extra facemasks, 15 extra Notes of
Hope, 2 toothpastes, 42 bandaids, 6 shampoo/ conditioners,
25 soaps, 6 nail clippers, and 11 bags to the additional 86
full kits, 217 masks, and 34 extra shampoo/conditioners
from other churches in our Capitol Area South District (First
Lancaster UMW, Scioto Ridge UMW, Lithopolis UMW,
Stoutsville St. Paul UMW, Atlanta UMW, and Neal Avenue
UMC). So, in all, our site collected 136 full kits, 237 masks
(outside the kits), and many extras to help the West Ohio
Conference finish some kits they had to finish! What a great
United Methodist response in our area!

Message from Pastor
Continued from Page 1
We may not be able to agree on everything, but I believe that as followers of Christ, we can in the essentials
find unity, in the non-essentials have liberty to follow our conscience in faith, and in all things interact with one
another in charity. Finding our focus again will require us to dig deep and get creative. But if we examine who we
are as the people of God right here, we can agree that God loves each and every human being in our community.
Therefore, we must continue to seek new ways to know and welcome those who are seeking connection, to
meet our neighbors, to invite them to learn, grow, and serve with us, and to come together to build a beautiful
community where everyone is welcome.
I look forward to another year of focused and creative ministry with Pataskala UMC!

Blessings, Pastor Nikki
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Faith and Family
Submitted by Susan Conley
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is going
virtual! Join us July 12-22nd at
6:30 p.m. for a video presentation
of Knights of North Castle. Every
other night will be dedicated to a Zoom
meeting in which kids will gather by
age group for reflection and prayer
time. Pre-registration for this event is
REQUIRED. This is to ensure the safety
of all our attendees. Our video will
premiere in a private Facebook group,
very similar to how our worship has been
the last few months.
We are seeking volunteers to lead
the Zoom groups. Detailed training
will be provided. If you are interested in
helping provide that personal connection
with our Vacation Bible School kids,
please let Susan Conley, or Brooke
Pepper know as soon as possible so we
can be sure you have access to all the
resources you need.
In order to be effective, we will be
assembling 60 kits, and each participant
will receive one. These will be available
for them to pick up prior to our online
VBS. Stay tuned for details about kit
assembly - we may need help! Also,
if you are able to donate any of the
following items, we would be grateful!
Plastic cups, white or cream colored
ribbon 2-1/4” wide, felt, foam sheets,
yarn, glue sticks, washi tape, fabric
markers, wooden craft sticks, plastic
spoons, plastic bottles (empty), plastic bottle caps, clothespins, rubber bands (regular and large sized),
bathroom sized paper cups, marshmallows, pencils, unlined 3x5 cards, white construction paper, glittered
paper in shades of blue, bouncy balls, or binder clips. Contact Susan or Brooke to schedule a pickup of
supplies.
We are excited for this new approach to reach out to our community and make disciples. Be sure to preregister by visiting cokesburyvbs.com/pataskalaumc
Susan Conley - 614-419-4409, Brooke Pepper - 419-651-1268
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MEB Scholarships
MARY ELLEN BEESON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (UPDATE)

Submitted by Susan Scott
The application deadline for the Mary Ellen Beeson Memorial Scholarship was extended to June 30,
2020. We are excited to learn that we have 8 potential applicants this year!
There is still time to make a donation to the scholarship fund by sending your donation in to the
church office or, adding it to the offering plate, marked for the scholarship fund if you attend a service
in person when the Sunday worship service begins again.

Kids Eat Free News
				by Mary Ann Metzler and Bobby Lott
Although a different look this year – PUMC Kids Eat Free program is BOOMING!
Five weeks into our program we have provided 2,050 meals. WOW!! Many new families are being
served this year and volunteers are being blessed! Friends we are making an enormous difference in
our community! Comments from families: “this is a life saver” - “thank you so much” - “my kids love the
meals”. A HUGE THANK YOU to all the volunteers; packing lunch bags -- then packing cars, wagons,
shopping bags, strollers etc (whatever creative method people come up with to collect the food for their
families). A HUGE THANK YOU to our prayer warriors, who are diligently praying for the families being
served and volunteers. A HUGE THANK YOU for the financial support we are receiving. Providing nonperishable food is more costly than cooking meals, we are spending about twice as much weekly as
prior years $800.00 compared to $400.00; we are also serving twice as many people. Dear friends we
are putting forth the TRUE example of Christian Love.
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Returning to Worship
Just a reminder we have resumed face to
face worship as of June 28 with several
restrictions in place. It is completely up
to you if you decide to come, the 9:30am
service will be on Facebook live each
Sunday, as well as have a YouTube link
available.
PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN
MIND:
• If you are experience any symptoms, stay
home (cough, fever, loss of taste or smell,
shortness of breath etc)
• Everyone (except children 3 and under)
must wear a mask. Pastor Nikki will only
remove hers while at the pulpit.
• Maintain 6 feet social distance. Family groups may sit together, but be 6 foot away from the nearest
family group. We will utilize every other pew; please do not sit behind a red pool noodle. Ushers will
release you row by row to maintain social distancing.
• Hand sanitizer will be available.
• Enter only through the front doors (Main St), the south lot ramp, or the courtyard doors. All other
doors will be locked. The stairway, Beeson Hall, classrooms, basement, and restrooms are off limits
with the exception of the restrooms adjacent to the sanctuary.
• There will not be nursery care.
• We will not be using paper bulletins, hymnals, Bibles, prayer cards, children’s activity bags etc. (no
paper items)
• We will not have any call-response or
congregational singing.
• We will place offering boxes by the entry/
exit doors.
• If we begin to have crowds larger than 60 we will examine a second in-person service.
• We will continue communion the first
Sunday of the month, but you must bring
your own elements. (If you are visiting or
forget, we will have pre packaged elements
available)
• We know this is all new to you, us too, but
it’s all to keep everyone safe.
• Remember we love you and are praying
for you.
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2020 Annual Conference
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING THE BUSINESS OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Below are important dates, so mark your calendar now!
• SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, the Annual Conference Session will
convene. This will be a hybrid of virtual and face-to-face meetings in
small configurations across the conference. Our team is working hard
with staff to bring together the virtual and in-person aspects of conducting
the essential business of the Annual Conference. As those details are
tested and confirmed, more information will be widely dispersed by
early July.
• LAY MEMBERS: If you are unable to fulfill their role as Lay Member
to Annual Conference representing a local church, you should contact
your pastor. Lay Members At Large should contact their district office.
2020 GENERAL CONFERENCE POSTPONEMENT
The General Conference of the United Methodist Church was scheduled to take place in May of 2020. However,
when it became evident that it would be irresponsible and imprudent to meet for the business of the worldwide
UMC, leaders voted to postpone the General Conference until 2021. Follow the link below for more details.
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/commission-sets-dates-for-postponed-general-conference-willexplore-new-uses-of-technology

Local Creation Care
Submitted by Pastor Nikki
July and August are months of fruitfulness and harvest, and this is
no surprise when we consider our Ohio summer gardens. Liturgically
green, July and August mark the season of Ordinary Time, focused
typically on how to live the Christian Life. One part of Christian living is
to consider how we live as part of God’s Creation. Our Licking County
Recycling Newsletter is encouraging its readership to opt for a Plasticfree July. What a great way for us to engage the spiritual discipline of
Creation Care! If you would like to learn more about Plastic-free July,
go to www.plasticfreejuly.org.

LICKING COUNTY RECYCLING
295 Wilson St. Newark, OH 43055 • 740-670-5125
Office Hours: 8:00 AM—4:30 PM, Monday-Friday
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Did you know that
Americans use an
estimated 50 billion
plastic water bottles
per year...and only
about 23% of those
are recycled.
Let’s all consider a
Plastic Free July.
Find out more at
www.plasticfreejuly.org
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FHL Prayer Quilts

Submitted by Judy Beckman

Dear church family,
Thank you so much for your support of our Faith, Hope and Love prayer quilt ministry. Thank you
for praying and tying the strings. This completes the quilts. Actually, your prayers play the most
important part.
If you wish to request a quilt for someone, there is a box on the side of the quilt rack with request
forms. Just fill out the request and place it in the box. It will be collected, and a quilt will be hung
for ties and prayers.
You can contact Judy Beckman at 740-927-6383 or Susie Scott at 740-927-8154 at any time to
request a quilt.
The motto for our ministry is “Don’t say goodbye until you tie.”
Thank you all and may God bless you richly.

Speaking of Blessings...
A lady named Clarice Krehbiel recently passed away. She and her husband Helmer were members of
our church family a long time ago. Clarice was an avid quilter. She appointed Charlie Parsons as the
executor of her will. She told Charlie her wishes about her quilting supplies. Her request was that her
quilting supplies would be donated to a church program that made quilts. Charlie immediately thought
of our Faith, Hope and Love ministry.
Charlie invited me to come and take as many supplies as possible. We were blessed with so much
fabric and supplies. We were even given a serger sewing machine! We loaded our Traverse to the
roof!
After we got first choice, there were others who came for the rest.
What a great and generous gift to our Faith, Hope and Love ministry.
Clarice’s love for quilting will live on through our ministry and the ministries of others.
I wish I had known her!
Thank you, Charlie.
Blessings from the FHL quilt team,
Susie Scott
Marty Stought
Susan Ashcraft
Mary Ann Metzler
Myrna Graves
Sharon Sheridan
Judy Beckman
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Dollars and Sense
Submitted by Michael Carey, Treasurer and Bobby Lott, Finance Chair

Thank you for your continued financial support during our quarantine time. With the uncertainties
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LISTED BELOW IS A CHART SHOWING HOW WELL WE ARE DOING ON

Listed below is a chart showing how well we are doing on income vs expense for the first half of
INCOME VS EXPENSE FOR THE FIRST HALF OF 2020:
2020.
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We are ALL IN

WHAT IS THE ALL IN COMMUNITY?
Submitted by Pastor Nikki

The United Methodist Church’s compassion for the incarcerated dates back to John Wesley’s deep
involvement in prison reform in the late 18th century, when he advocated for a humane prison system.
The All In Community (AIC) is West Ohio’s modern day, Biblical response to the impact and aftermath
of mass incarceration across our West Ohio Mission field.
The mission of the All In Community is to train, resource, and connect WOC churches to embrace our
members and neighbors impacted by crime, incarceration, and systems of injustice.
The purpose of the AIC is to engage individuals, churches, criminal justice professionals, and
community leaders at the local level to restore hope and provide healing in lives involved in the
criminal justice system.
If you have questions, need help, or want to engage beyond the COVID-19 Reentry Kit Challenge
with the West Ohio All In Community, please contact Reba Collins, WOC’s All In Community
Consultant at allincommunity@wocumc.org or by phone at 513-262-0184. There are relationships,
resources, trainings, and tools available to help you pursue our mutual call as healers of harm,
injustice, and broken relationships as they have been experienced by families, friends, and neighbors.

The Pataskala United Methodist Church
458 South Main Street
Pataskala, OH 43062
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