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Friends,

My second summer in Pataskala has come and nearly gone. It has certainly been
different from the first! Instead of participating in the parades, the fairs, the community
events, we have been staying closer to home and when we do go out, we are only able
to see part of one another’s faces. I miss your smiles!
During this unusual season in ministry, I’ve been exploring reading sources that I have
not explored in the past. My math skills are above average, but I would not choose to
pursue anything mathematical as a hobby or interest. My disinterest in math translates
to disinterest in other math-heavy subject areas, especially economics. Surprisingly, I
have picked up the book Adapt: Why Success Always Starts with Failure by Tim Harford.
Harford is the Undercover Economist, a senior columnist for the Financial Times and
has also appeared in Esquire, Forbes, the New York Times, and the Washington Post.
I will be honest and say that I totally stumbled into this book and ended up with it for
the title and the back cover material. Initially, I had little hope for how my exploration
would turn out, but so far, I am pleasantly surprised. Harford begins with a statement
from postgraduate design student Thomas Thwaites, “You could easily spend your life
making a toaster.” I was instantly riveted. Thwaites, an eternally curious man, launched
what he called the ‘Toaster Project.’ He decided to build a toaster from scratch,
beginning by disassembling a cheap toaster to discover that it had over four hundred
components and sub-components. As he looked at what it would take to re-create
each of the components, Thwaites reached the conclusion that the toaster that he had
taken for granted was much more complicated than he had assumed. After attempting
to smelt iron using fifteenth century technology and failing miserably, he began to use
bellows he made with hairdryers and leaf blowers. He learned a similar lesson as he
tried to make plastic from potato starch and tried to convince BP to take him to an offshore rig to collect some crude oil for his project. In the end, Thwaites had a sad-looking
toaster that he could plug into a battery that would ‘warm’ the bread. When he tried to
plug into a larger power source, “the toaster was toast.” He concluded, “I realized that if
you started absolutely from scratch, you could easily spend your life making a toaster.”
This simple machine that nearly everyone has had in the home for more than 100 years
is much more complicated than we realize or acknowledge.
It has dawned on me that we can look at the Church in a similar light. For hundreds of
years, the Church has been both Christian Community and the building in which that
community worships the Triune God. For centuries people flock through the doors on
Sunday mornings to praise God; offer prayers for friends, families and the world; give a
tithe that helps others in the community and provides for the maintenance of the body;
to participate in the fellowship of other believers; and to serve God through caring for
neighbor and sharing the gospel message. For hundreds of years, there have been
naves and narthexes, communion tables or altars, pulpits and pews. For hundreds
of years the Church has been becoming what it has been to us…until it wasn’t. Like
Thomas Thwaites recognized the complexity of the toaster only when it
								Continued on Page 12
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Let’s Celebrate
1 Megan Meyers		
5 Dave Beeson		
6 Michael McIntyre		
10 Karen Parr		
12 Greg Sagle		
13 Evan Carey		
18 Riley Kidd			
24 Karen Vance		
26 Marc Ramsey		

2 Jackie Sagle
6 Molly Jones
10 Mallory Morris
11 Janee Flucke
13 Roy Ohler
17 Adia Conley
23 Matthew Hyden
25 Ray Foor
29 Gwenith Sagle

3 Phil and Connie Smith
6 Shaun and Lane Pickering
6 Don and Donna Lewis
12 Steve and Marty Stought
14 Charlie and Alice Parsons
14 Henry & Yvonne Smith

1 Bev Ashcraft		
6 Bev Corwin			
6 Susie Scott			
10 Ben Richards		
11 Jack Cruikshank		
12 Rachel Daw		
15 Sandi Sager		
16 Lane Pickering		
24 Sheila Zeune		
28 Megan Tehua		
30 Karen Dray

2 Gary Lott
6 Wayne McDonald
6 Patty Zimmerman
10 Connie Smith
11 Ken Dray
13 Mary Turner
15 Carol Stoffel
22 Penny Scott
26 Kipp Kubbs
29 Tammy Price

6 Phil and Mary Ann Metzler
10 Mike & Amy Swearingen
11 Russ and Susie Hupp
19 Chuck and Becky Watkins

Remember When...

An excerpt from the Centennial Circuit Writer in 1997 written by Mary Ellen Beeson:

Last Sunday in the service we honored the married couples as part of the Centennial Celebration.
Several couples shared a funny incident that happened at their wedding. It reminded me of an
incident that happened during a wedding in our church.
August 8, 1953, Patty Jo Beach (a member) and Harry Mauger (a Presbyterian) were being married.
The reception was to be in the basement. It was beautifully decorated. Dave Beeson was an usher in
the wedding so we were there early. I sat in the church quietly listening to the music.
Several minutes before the ceremony one of the metal posts in the basement broke. You could
feel the drop. There was no sound – just a drop. It was such a shock. The fireman came and told
everyone to sit still. The bride didn’t know it happened until later. They had a beautiful wedding
reception. Everyone was so interested in looking at the post we could hardly eat. The post was
beautifully wrapped in ivy and quite the center of interest. Harry took quite a kidding about being the
cause of the Methodist church falling.
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Special Thanks
Submitted by Bill Scott, SPRC Chair
SPRC would like to express our appreciation for the amazing
work and service our pastor has been performing these past
few difficult months. Through Nikki’s Notes, on-line services
via Facebook, and You Tube, planning for and reopening (for
a while) in-house services, newsletter publications and phone
ministry she has continued her call to keep us together, safe,
and following Christ. We also want to thank Pastor Nikki’s
husband, Matt, for his behind the scenes technical support
and musical contributions. Our church is blessed to have
them in our family.

Celebrating Service
Submitted by Bobby Lott
PUMC Kids Eat Free program made Lemonade out of Lemons this year. Although we were unable
to serve the community in our normal method, we persevered! Grab & Go lunches became the
2020 method. With a group of faithful volunteers dedicating 352.25 volunteer hours, we packed
and served 5,310 lunches! Girls and boys pulling wagons, riding their bikes to parents picking up
in cars or walking lunches were distributed and our community was fed! I think I can speak for the
volunteer group, we were Blessed! A huge Thank You to our Church Family for your Prayers and
your monetary support, you made this Ministry possible!
P.S. Thanks to Susie Arnold’s crocheting skills while being quarantined, on the last day we distributed
9 sets of scarves and hats, 5 additional hats and 11 additional scarves. The kids loved them!

Trusty Trustees
Submitted by Don Lewis
New programmable thermostats have been installed in the church. These will control almost
everything so if you are going to be using any rooms please make sure it is on the calendar so the
temperature can be adjusted for occupancy.
Improvements were also made to the church WiFi which will enable live-streaming and improve
technology use during services.
The parsonage driveway was repaved, making it much easier for Matt to shovel snow this winter!
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MEB Scholarships
Submitted by Susie Scott
The members of the Susannah United Methodist
Women are pleased to announce the awarding
of the 2020 Mary Ellen Beeson Memorial
Scholarships. Thanks to generous contributions
from the congregation and various fundraisers,
four students, two who are first time awardees
and two who have received scholarships in past
years, are benefiting this year. This is the 15th
year scholarships have been awarded. Seventeen
students have received awards, a total so far of
$39,300.00. This year, each of these young people
received a $1500.00 award. Mary Ellen would be
so proud of these four.
Carter Helwagen, a senior economics major at
the Ohio State University, as a previous awardee,
had the opportunity to choose his topic. In part, he addressed the topic of race prominent in the news today:
“the absurd inequality that many Americans face today due to nothing other than the color of their skin”, noting
“The people of the church embrace everybody in a way that I wish could be mirrored by society.”
Dolen Helwagen, a senior math and history major at The Ohio State University, plans a career as a college
professor. Her essay is titled “How My Faith Might Be Applied In My Future”. She writes “I want to take my
faith and use it towards a life of helping others gain knowledge of the past, in order to better the future.” She
concludes: “I know the faith instilled in me throughout my years at PUMC will follow me through my last year of
college, and into the real world, to make a difference and to love all types of people…”
Scholarships were also awarded to two first time applicants who were required to write to the prompt : “How
the Pataskala United Methodist Church Has Helped Change My Life.”
Danny Cox is a senior at Moorhead State in Moorhead, Kentucky, majoring in music education with a
percussion focus. His plan after graduation is to pursue a Master’s Degree in Music Performance. Danny
wrote an essay that took us back in time to when, as a little boy, Danny walked down the street from his home
to the church. He wrote of growing as a musician through witnessing both of his parents in the choir. Then
playing a piece he taught himself, on the grand piano for the first time at a Christmas service. “Fast forward to
this past Christmas and there I am again playing at the service, this time with accompaniment on percussion
and with a little more “formal training”. Danny concludes “Through music, support, love, and care. That is how
the Pataskala United Methodist Church has helped shape my life and mold me into the man I am today.
Lindey Helwagen, writing on the first year applicant prompt: “How the Pataskala United Methodist Church
Has Helped Change My Life”. Opening her essay, Lindey says, “From potlucks and picnics to services and
sermons, I have spent countless hours in our church.” She has been a member of the choir, taught Sunday
School, assisted with the sound system, Bible school, and much more. Lindey writes, “If I could sum up all thet
I have learned from our church people in one word it would be kindness.” Lindey concludes her essay: “I have
been truly blessed and impacted by each and every member of our church and I will carry the lessons I have
learned from them all for the rest of my life.” Lindey will attend Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. She plans to
major in business.
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Faith and Family
Submitted by Susan Conley
KING’S CLUB RESUMES!
Mark your calendars for the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
each month, because King’s Club will resume this fall!
It will look a little different than years past, but we think
you’ll like it. King’s Club is open to ages 3 (potty trained) through
12th grade.
Join us OUTSIDE for the first quarter, as we
explore our neighborhood, and our local parks.
Preschoolers will enjoy songs, stories, and games. 6th-12th grade will enjoy a deeper exploration
of the Bible, as well as local mission. 1st-5th grade will have lots of play, from whiffle ball to
scavenger hunts, from toilet tag to community service; each week will take us on a new adventure!
Our escapades will include plenty of physical activity, as well as a biblical component of learning.
We are still ironing out specific details, and we will communicate those as we receive them. We will
meet from 6-7:30 p.m. You can plan to join us on the following dates:
September 2			

September 16			

October 7			

October 21

November 4			

November 18			

December 2			

December 16

Here I Am to Worship
Submitted by Susan Ashcraft, Worship Committee
The Worship Committee met on August 3rd via Zoom. Present at the meeting were Pastor Nikki,
Susan Ashcraft, Matt Baker, Susie Arnold, Jerry Wheeler, Pam Wheeler, Amy Hoovler, Shaun
Pickering, and Don Eyer. Pastor Nikki opened the meeting with prayer. We discussed how the
services were doing on Facebook and YouTube. One of the nice additions with a pre-recorded
service is special music, whether vocal or instrumental. We are looking at how we can safely add
special music to the service when we return to face-to-face worship. We also talked a little about
the upcoming Advent season and Pastor Nikki asked us to think outside the box on how we will
present and handle things. With COVID-19 we don’t know what restrictions there will be, but we as
a committee want to make sure that each service is a beautiful and meaningful one for you and your
family as we remember the birth of our Savior. The Worship Committee will next meet in October. If
you have any concerns or suggestions, please contact someone on the committee, Pastor Nikki, or
myself. Thank you and God Bless.
September / October 2020 Circuit Writer • Pataskala United Methodist Church
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Returning to Worship
Submitted by Jenny Hall, Ad Board Chair
The Administrative Board of PUMC has been very busy doing the work of the church during this
pandemic. While our ultimate goal is to create disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world, our top concern is keeping all those in our circles safe and healthy. Because of this, the
Ad Board made the decision to follow the state’s County Risk Level system, along with the Covid
guidelines from our conference, to determine when our church services will be offered in person.
When Licking County is at Level 3 (Red) or Level 4 (Purple), no in-person worship will be offered.
When Licking County is at Level 1 (Yellow) or Level 2 (Orange), in-person worship will be offered
with the procedures outlined below. When Licking County went from Orange to Red on July 16, we
suspended in-person worship until the county returns to Orange. Please also review the chart from
the District, which details the basics of church access, group meetings, and worship.
When it is time to return to worshipping within the walls of our church, please remember the following
guidelines:
• Enter the building only through the Main Street doors, the ramp door, or the courtyard door.
• Wear a mask and keep it on whenever you are inside the building. If you don’t have one, we will
have one for you.
• Worshippers should only sit in every other pew, and with 6 feet between family groups.
• Hand sanitizing stations are available at each entry. Please use them.
• There will be no congregational singing, no responsive readings, and no choir.
• There will be no Bibles, hymnals, or offering envelopes in the pews. There are wooden offering
boxes on stands by the doors where you can deposit your offering on your way in or out of the
church.
• After the services, the ushers will release you by row. Please keep a 6-foot distance between your
family group and other family groups as you exit to the parking lots.
While this pandemic has been an unprecedented event, I personally feel that the church leaders
have all done our best with the information we have had at any point in time. It has been so hard for
me not seeing all of you in worship, in Sunday School class, in committee meetings, and in UMW. I
would like to especially thank Matt Baker for the many, many hours he has put in to the preparation
of the Worship Where You Are episodes each week. Thanks also to Shaun and Amy and the
other musicians who have shared their talents through recordings, and to those who have shared
greetings and scripture readings. And thanks to each one of you who has continued to participate by
watching online worship and to support Pastor Nikki. We truly ARE the Church!
Continued on Page 7
In Jesus’ parable about people who hear and live
by God’s words, on what did the wise man build his
house?
A. rock		

B. sand		

C. grassland

D. soil that was free of rocks
Answer: A (See Matthew 7:24-27.)
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State of Ohio Color Map
COVID Guidelines and Procedures

WORSHIP

GROUPS

BUILDING
ACCESS

STAFF

AT-RISK
INDIVIDUALS
CHILDREN

State Level 1—YELLOW

State Level 2—ORANGE

State Level 4—PURPLE

County of Church

State Level 3—RED
County of Church

Online as primary place of worship.

County of Church

Online as primary place of worship.

Outdoor/Drive In worship
opportunities when applicable.

County of Church

Very high risk for exposure and spread.

Online worship available.
In-person worship service (100 or less)
offered on Sunday Morning
with strict social distancing.

Small prayer opportunities
(10 or less) In sanctuary with
reservations when applicable.

All meetings via zoom.

Increased exposure and spread.

In-person worship services
offered on Sunday Morning
with social distancing.
Sanitation procedures between services.

Mask Required

No access to the church building.

Active exposure and spread.

Severe exposure and spread in
Hamilton County. Residents should stay
home as much as possible.

Ohioans should limit activities when
possible and wear a mask in public.

Sanitation procedures between services.
Mask Required

10 or less

Meetings via zoom preferred.

No groups larger than 10—social distancing

Mask Suggested

Groups may meet in the building.

Online worship only.

All groups may resume to normal activities.

Groups must adhere to social
distancing and sanitation procedures.

Groups may meet in the building with
approval* and must adhere to social
distancing and sanitation procedures.
Mask Required
Access to church and facilities is limited.

Mask Required

Mask Required

Only essential work in the building.
Strict social distancing is required.

Mask Required

Limited access to church,
approval required.*

Mask Required

Only essential work in the office.
Social distancing is required.

Recommended:

Church closed.

Groups must adhere to social
distancing and sanitation procedures.

Church open.

Mask Required

Church open.

Must check in at office (only Main Office
doors will be unlocked).

Mask Suggested

No Restrictions to
building access.

Mask Suggested

Staff permitted to work in the office.
Social distancing required.

Recommended:

Mask required when not
in personal office.

Must inform Main Office what area of
building you will be accessing.

Staff permitted to work in the office.

Recommended:

Mask required when not
in personal office.

Stay Home

Recommended:

Stay Home

Wear Mask

Mask suggested when in groups or
moving about the building.

Wear Mask

Recommended:
Stay Home

Wear Mask

Recommended:
Stay Home

No activities in the building

Stay home when ever possible
Keep social distance
Recommended:
Stay Home

Childcare and Children’s Ministries are not
offered in building

Wear Mask

Childcare and Children’s Ministries are not
offered in building

Stay home when possible
Keep social distance
Recommended:
Childcare and Children’s Ministries
may resume

* Requests to use the building should be approved by designated decision making body in the church (church council/leader board), the pastor, or their designee.
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Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

6pm—7:30pm
Munic. Park
6

7

8

9

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:
13

15

16

WIC 8am—5pm

Finance, 6:30pm

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

21

22

23

Admin. Board, 7pm

Sensible Shoes, 7pm

Comm. Engag. Exp., 7pm

27

28

29

30

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

SPRC, 7pm

11
Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

19

24

25

26

PL Bible Study 10am

UMM Breakfast, 9am
in Beeson Hall

PL Bible Study 10am

Sun

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

18

6pm—7:30pm
Munic. Park

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

4

17

PL Bible Study 10am

Trustees, 7:30pm
20

ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

14

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

WIC 8am—5pm

PL Bible Study 10am

Mon

Tue

5

6

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

PL Bible Study 10am

CHARGE
CONFERENCE 7pm
more info to follow

7
PL Bible Study 10am

Worship Committee,
7pm
12

6pm—7:30pm
Munic. Park
13

14

WIC 8am—5pm

PL Bible Study 10am

Finance, 6:30pm
Trustees, 7:30pm

18

19

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:

Admin. Board, 7pm

25

26

Worship 9:30am
Also available online:
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20

21

WIC 8am—5pm

PL Bible Study 10am

SPRC, 7pm

6pm—7:30pm
Munic. Park
27
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Dollars and Sense

Submitted by Bobby Lott, Finance Chair

Thank you Church for your continued financial
support! The Finance Team is pursuing the ability
for online giving. A trial group will start in September
and if all goes as we hope, the program will be
offered to the Church Family later this fall. In the
interim you can continue to mail your gifts to the
church. Be Safe!

UM MEN News

Submitted by Rev. Terry Sager

Time passes by so quickly and we have not had a group meeting for several months. However,
this does not keep us from being in mission and planning for future projects and how we can meet
together. We have several options and one option is to have a Zoom meeting and the other is in the
planning stage. The planning for a group meeting that meets all the social distancing requirements is
a meeting out of doors at a shelter house. Don Eyer and myself are looking at some of the local parks
that have a shelter house that can meet the requirements as soon as we can find an appropriate site
we will pass that information on to the group. If you are interested in a Zoom meeting please let me
know and we can plan for this type of meeting.
We have been discussing a project for October and the thought is a drive through trick or treat for
the children. We have not chosen a title for this event. There are some folks that believe the church
community should not agree with a Halloween celebration. Open to ideas for a title for this event.
The calendar for the church concerning Charge Conference will be approaching soon and we need
to have a slate of officers for the coming year. We need nomination for following positions: president,
vice president, treasurer, and recording secretary. Presently these positions are filled by, Terry Sager,
president, vice president vacant, treasurer Phil Gurile, and recording secretary Richard Seelbach.
Please forward nomination to me at tsager@centurylink.net or you can call me at 870-291-0817. All
nominations need to be received no later than September 30th. The vote for these position will be
held in October. Need volunteers to be vote counters if interested let me know.
A thought from Pastor David Knotts. The psalmist writes: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.” Ps 119:105 in other words it is the word and wisdom of our Lord that helps us to
navigate our way when all is dark around us. In our prayer life today let pause to reflect honestly the
degree to which we carefully pick our way through each day in these trying and darkening times.

Learning from autumn leaves —MaryAnn Sundby
Every fall, I marvel at the beautiful leaves, studying the intricate shapes and God’s creative,
colorful displays. Despite its deterioration, the foliage reveals splendor — mere months after
bursting out in spring and providing summer shade.
I often think I’m like an autumn leaf. Through many seasons, God has transformed me from a selfabsorbed person to one who trusts his steadfast promises. Winter is approaching for me too. Yet
the Holy Spirit keeps molding me to reflect God’s goodness and beauty. During the autumn of my
life, I pray that God helps me embrace changing seasons while reflecting his love and light to all.
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Girl Scout Project

My name is Alexisa
Lawson I am 10 years
old and am going into
fifth grade this year.
I have been in Girl
Scouts Troop 386 for 5
years and have enjoyed
everything about it. This
year I have the chance
to earn my Bronze
Award.

My Mom and I
discovered a new rescue
and sanctuary here in Pataskala. I decided that I
wanted to help this new rescue out, Good Sprout
Rescue and Sanctuary, by raising awareness and
help them get a start. The goal of the recue is to get
any and all animals off the streets. The rescue is
geting 10 plus intake requests a day, which is hard to
meet the needs of currently. This is where my project
comes in. This is not your normal rescue and here is
why... Good Sprout Rescue and Sanctuary doesn’t
just take your ordinary animal they take any animal
that is out on the street or needs a place to go - they
are an ALL SPECIES RESCUE! Right now they
currently have two ducks, one in which is completely
disabled, two peacocks and chickens. Being a new

rescue, they need supplies, donations and honestly
help. Here are just some of the things you can do to
help me with my bronze award.
Donations:
• High quality cat and dog food because these cats
and dogs come to us very thin
• Cat toys, litter, litter pans, things for the cats to
climb or rest on

• Cleaning supplies, towels, blankets, pee pads
anything that you would use for your pet is what we
truly need. If it can be used for an animal we will use
it!
• Kennels, crates
Drop off locations:
• Pataskala Library
• Soggy paws

• Pataskala Whits

If anyone would like to become a animal foster
parent please reach out to Good Sprout Rescue and
Sanctuary as they are getting 10+ intake requests
a day, but unfortunately do not have enough fosters
for the demand. I am super excited about this award
and being able to work with Good Sprout Rescue
and Sanctuary to make mine and their dream to
come true.

FHL Prayer Quilts
To the Ladies of the FHL Prayer Quilt Ministry,
Thank you so very much for the beautiful prayer
quilt. I participate in our church’s prayer quilt
ministry and now I know personally just what a
blessing it is to receive one! I get really cold while
receiving my treatment so the quilt kept me nice
and warm today. I also felt the blessing of each
prayer. What an amazing gift you have given me.
Thank you!
Your Sister in Christ,
Donna Tipton (Pastor Nikki’s mom)
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Community Engagement
Community Engagement Experience (CEE) is
congregational resource that teaches about the
practice and implementation aspects of community
engagement. By participating in CEE, we will
have help in developing relationships that lead to
community and individual transformation. As I wrote
about in the Pastor’s Letter this issue, the world is
changing faster than ever. People’s values, needs
and dreams in our local community are changing
just as quickly. Our neighborhood, city, and region
with their unique culture also change as people enter
and leave. The church is called to be intentional
about creating time and space for meeting with our
community so that the church can be fully engaged
in our unique cultural context. CEE prepares the local
church to re-engage its community by leading it in a
process of reflection, learning, and practice.
Many churches are only superficially engaged with
their communities. Much of this has to do with a
continued attractional model mindset that wrongly
informs the church that people still go to church
just because it is there. By accompanying churches
through the CEE process, members will understand

and know their community more profoundly and
learn how to navigate the multicultural, multiethnic nuances that exist, helping them to fostering
relationships of mutuality. Consequently, churches
leading community conversations may develop
partnerships of mutuality not only with the community,
but also with organizations that may already be
considered community stakeholders. These
conversations will potentially lead the church to once
again be considered a true community stakeholder
helping to lead transformation.
The Community Engagement Experience is a West
Ohio Conference leadership experience funded
by our apportionment dollars. This is a 9-session
experience in which we are participating at no cost to
us. Our team consists of the following people: Pastor
Nikki, Jenny and Doug Hall, Amy Hoovler, Anna
Schott, Susan Conley, Brooke and Russel Pepper,
Zola Murphy, Don Eyer, Pastor Terry, and Sarah
McGuire. We have currently met twice via Zoom and
will continue to meet monthly. We will communicate
all that we are learning through newsletters, Nikki’s
Notes, from worship, congregational meetings, etc.

Our Joyful Noise
Submitted by Amy Hoovler-Helwagen
Traditionally in this newsletter I would be inviting everyone to
join choir as it’s time to start rehearsing again. We’d be prepping
for our fall picnic and kickoff to the season. But like all other
events in our lives, COVID-19 has changed our plans. Just
like all community groups, It has been a rough go for the choir
family; from stopping the cantata prep right when we were
tightening it up, to missing Easter Sunday, and celebrating a last Sunday of the choir season. But, like the rest
of the church, we are finding ways to reconvene!
Thanks to Zoom, we will be starting our rehearsals back up on time September 2 with a goal of singing for
service on September 25. Although we may present less often and in a different format, the choir family will
be getting together again and singing praises to the best of our abilities. The great basketball player Michael
Jordan was quoted as saying, “Obstacles don’t have to stop you. If you run into a wall, don’t turn around and
give up. Figure out how to climb it, go through it, or work around it.”
I’d like to thank Pastor Nikki for helping our church face the Corona Virus obstacle. She has been a great
motivator for me to figure out something for choir. Stay tuned as we climb this wall and figure our way over,
through or around it!
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Pastor’s Message
Continued from Page 1
was disassembled before him, I think we are at a juncture in which we are beginning to recognize the complexity
of the Body of Christ as we are unable to exist as we have existed for hundreds of years. Some of us feel safe
enough to meet in person while others of us no longer feel safe. Ministries that have relied on face-to-face
interactions have been floundering as leaders are doing their best to figure out how to adapt, while recognizing
how those ministries are connected and woven intricately into the other parts of the Church Body. Additionally, our
leaders and innovators are looking for opportunities to connect in new ways while in the midst of this paradigm
shift. In short, we are “crossing the river while feeling for stones.” We may get a little wet as we feel our way
through the river, but I am convinced that journeying together will make the dunkings and splashings that we may
experience along the way bearable and even somewhat exciting. As we continue to feel for stones that will put us
on solid ground, we must remember that each step that we take is a step in which we learn. Some of the lessons
will bring success, and others will remind us to keep trying. Each of us has gifts and talents to contribute along
the way. So, as we continue to adapt in what seems to be chaos, we must remember that we are simply flexing
a resiliency muscle that the Church Body has not needed to flex in quite some time. Let us be patient with one
another and hopeful in the future that lies ahead.
I look forward to splashing into another autumnal season with you all!

Blessings, Pastor Nikki
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This farming implement is mentioned frequently in
the Bible, often in verses about the harvest. Plowing
symbolizes preparing the heart to receive God’s
truth, or the “seed” of God’s word. The plow also
represents commitment; Jesus says, “No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62, NIV).
The prophet Elisha burns his plow to show his
commitment to answer God’s call (see 1 Kings 19:21).
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